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I miss John Denver and 
his music.   
 
 As usual, Linda is after me 
to get this article finished as I 
get ready to leave tomorrow for 
my annual pursuit of elk at alti-
tudes and distances I don’t care 
to think about at my advanced 
age. But as always, I’m looking 
forward to “Sunshine on my 
Shoulders” and I really get off 
on this escape into the “Rocky 
Mountain High” each year … if 
you haven’t experienced it first 
hand, you wouldn’t understand.  
As I sit down at the computer to 
try to crank out something that 
is, hopefully, worth reading John 
Denver again comes to mind. I 
have his tunes on as I’m writing 
this. Might have something to do 
with the Shelley’s hippie outfits 
at the Halloween party and my 
formative years. A couple of 
days ago while a few of us were 
reminiscing about Dan, Kathy 
Wren made a comment about 
doing what we really want to do 
while we still have the ability to 
do so. 
 John Denver had his share 
of troubles in this life, but his 
songs and words come back to 
me often. The words immedi-
ately on my mind right after 
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Kathy made her observation 
were those from “Poems, 
Prayers, and Promises.”  John 
has some magic lines in this one 
that really stuck with me.  “I’ve 
been lately thinking about my 
lifetime … spent a night or two 
all on my own … had myself 
some friends … it’s been a good 
life all in all … talk of things we 
believe in … all the memories 
we share … days pass so quickly 
now … it turns me on to think of 
growing old … there’s still so 
much to do … lie there by the 
fire and watch the evening tire 
… talk of poems and prayers 
and promises and things that we 
believe in – how sweet it is to 
love someone, how right it is to 
care.   
 We have a really great chap-
ter – a lot of the philosophy in 
this John Denver tune is alive 
and working in this group of 
very special group of friends 
we’ve all gathered around us 
here in the Colorado Springs 
area. Marsha and I have been in 
the chapter about 9 years now 
and have seen a lot of different 
leadership styles and many ac-
tivities that either worked really 
well or just were a good attempt 
not worth repeating – but 
through all the different person-
alities and varied venues, this 
caring  thing is always there. It 

shows up in the middle of a long 
ride, when we get ready to sad-
dle up in the morning, when we 
have someone new who needs a 
little coaching or assistance. It 
really shines when someone 
needs a little help. Those of us 
who stick around this group 
pretty much believe in the same 
things, and friends are important 
to us. “Friends” is the first word 
in the GWRRA motto – what-
ever else you think about the 
GWRRA organization, they got 
that part right. (John Denver 
…“Friends with you”) 
 So – with that philosophical 
prelude, what has this chapter 
been up to? 
-  We had about 60 people at our 
November meeting – old mem-
bers, new members, and visitors. 
-  Morasky, Childs, and Curry 
took a one up Abate Experi-
enced Rider course. Nobody 
dropped their bike and we all 
came out of it a little bit better 
than we were going in. 
-  Ray and Nancy Daniels hosted 
our annual Halloween party at 
their home up north. I hope 
Dave Wren sends in a bunch of 
photos so you can see how silly 
we got and how much fun we 
had. Thanks a bunch to Ray and 
Nancy for opening up their 
home to us. 
-  Mark Damschen, our own 
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Chapter Director Ron & Marsha Curry - 488-9865  rmgcurry@aol.com 
Asst. Director Mark & Sue Damschen - 719-481-9263    
    mdamschen@msn.com  
 Asst. Director Tom & Monica Harder -  719-481-9044     
   tmharder@adelphia.net 
Historian Dave & Kathy Wren - 719-591-2739    
  dewglwren@adelphia.net  

Membership Coordinator  Tom & Monica Harder - 719-481-9044    
Newsletter Editor  Linda Shelley - 719-495-5741 lshelley@animail.net 
Phone Tree Coordinator   
Rider Education   Butch Shelley - 719-495-5741   butchshelley157@msn.com  
Store and 50/50   Jeannie Bondurant - 719-599-8495  
Sunshine Committee  Bob & Jan Strath - 719-594-9685  bobstrath30@msn.com   
Treasurer   Paul & Jeannie Bondurant - 719-599-8495  wings83@worldnet.att.net 
Webmaster     Lewis & Carol Farmer - 719-481-4235   springwingsweb@yahoo.com  
Couple of the Year (COY)   Darrell Cruzan & Laurie Schlosser - 719-227-9560   darcruzan@aol.com 

Chapter I bud, but now State-
Wide recognized District Rider 
Educator, hosted a CPR/First 
Aid course for a full house. We 
are very lucky to have someone 
like Mark who has taken the 
time to get certified to provide 
this valuable training to the rest 
of us. 
-  The Harders (Chapter I Assis-
tant Directors) announced they 
were hosting the 2007 event and 
ride planning meeting at their 
home the 11th of November – a 
pot luck was also in the plans. 
-  We talked about participating 
in the Chapter E Thanksgiving 
Dinner Friday the 10th. 
-  Didi gave us an update on the 
Chapter Christmas party the 
22nd of December at Giuseppe’s 
(call Didi if you need more in-
formation – she needs your $$$ 
now to lock in the reservations). 
-  Hotel/motel reservations for 

Wing Ding in Billings, Montana, 
are starting to get scarce.  Mem-
bers were encouraged to go to 
www.gwrra.org, click on the link 
to Wing Ding 2007, and make 
their reservations now.  Billings 
is one of the best Wing Dings 
we’ve attended and we hope to 
see a lot of you there over the 4th 
of July next year. A few of us 
are taking a break at the Bighorn 
River on the way up (John Den-
ver …“Wild Montana Skies”). 
 I’d like to conclude this 
monthly missive with special 
thanks to Dave Wren. Dave con-
tinues to provide us a monthly 
digital video update that is well 
worth watching. If you see that 
television in the corner of our 
meeting room circulating photos 
of members, events, and embar-
rassing and amusing moments 
from our chapter, that’s Dave’s 
creative work and it’s truly a 
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history of the chapter in pro-
gress. Dave is one more of the 
very special people who make 
this chapter just a little bit differ-
ent and just a little bit better. 
 So, while I’m up there at 
about 10,500-11,000 feet, wait-
ing in the quiet solitude of the 
high mountain dark timber for 
hours and hours for that big elk 
to walk by, my mind will occa-
sionally drift quietly back to po-
ems, prayers, and promises – 
and friends that I believe in. If 
I’m daydreaming a bit and miss 
a shot, it’s going to be because 
of you, my friend. 
 
 Hope to see you soon, and of-
ten. 
 
 Ron & Marsha Curry (John 
Denver … “My Sweet Lady”) 
Chapter I Directors  

 

Chapter I Staff 
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F O R   S A L E 

Chapter I polo shirts 
On sale now—$17.50 

Red embroidered with Chapter I 
and you name 

To place your order, call Laurie 
Schlosser at 227-9560 or email 

her at llhutzel@aol.com  
 
 

For Sale  
Progressive suspension system 
for front & rear GL1800 
Includes tool to install rear 
spring        $200 
Contact Rich Noah, 633-0345 

1990 Kawasaki Vulcan 
6500 miles 
Selling for $2000 
 
Contact Roland Smith 

719-380-7359 (home) 
719-339-2928 (cell) 
roland@pcisys.net 

1999 Harley Davidson Ultra Classic  
Black on Forest Green 
25,000 Miles, Excellent Condition and maintenance 
New rims, tires, AM/FM—cassette stereo 
Won first place in it’s class in a Kansas show! 
 
Excellent Cruiser—must see to appreciate. 
$15,000.00—negotiable  
 
Jeff Rodrigues 
719-320-1824 
719-542-0118 
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Greetings to everyone!!  CHRISTMAS PARTY NEWS FLASH on more complete details from Dan, 
Wilma, Dick and Didi. 
 
At the last Chapter I meeting, we have introduced the plans for this year's Christmas party.  It was well 
liked with quite a few signatures from our members. We were lacking a few details and added a couple 
of suggestions.   
Now, we can fill some of the blanks and, at the same time, announce this to the members who were not 
in attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The charge is $ 20.00 per person, which includes  -  
 Giuseppe's Express Buffet (with plenty of time to eat) with: 
                             2 pastas - Linguini and Fettuccine with Alfredo, Marinara and Meatball sauces 
                             Stone-baked pizza, including meat & vegetarian varieties 
                             Giuseppe's Rail Bread 
                             Roast Beef, au jus 
                             Mashed potatoes & brown gravy 
                             Garden salad with choice of 2 dressings 
                             Seasonal fruit platter 
                          All served with garlic bread 
 
 DRINKS - Coffee, Tea or Soft Drink (Wine or other alcohol is available from a Cash Bar) 
 
 TAX AND GRATUITY 
 
               D.J. AND DANCE FLOOR (mostly funded with chapter $) 
 
This rate also includes all that is needed to serve the desserts that some of us will sign up to bring. 
 
We'll have the two south baggage rooms, so it should be pretty comfortable. 
 

                                                       "SUCH A DEAL" 
 

We'll need to start collecting the $ from you at the next Chapter Meeting in October. If you are plan-
ning to pay with a check, please make check payable to GWRRA - Chapter I 
with "Christmas Party" on the 'memo' section. 
 
If this is the first time you hear about this event, please send an e-mail back so 
we can add you to the list. 
 
This is all folks ....Hope you like it   !! 

Didi 

Date: Friday, December 22 
Time: 6:30PM get together & visit  
 7:00 Dinner 
Place: Giuseppe's Old Depot Restaurant 
 10 S. Sierra Madre 
 Colorado Springs 

CHRISTMAS PARTY NEWS FLASH  
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Halloween Party  
Photos 
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More Halloween Party Photos 



  Page 8 

   

 

 
  THE WINNERS 
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The Unruly Group 
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December 8, 6:00 PM: It started to snow. The first snow of the season and the wife and I took our cocktails and sat for 
hours by the window watching the huge soft flakes drift down from heaven. It looked like a Grandma Moses Print. So 
romantic we felt like newlyweds again. I love snow. 

December 9: We woke to a beautiful blanket of crystal white snow covering every inch of the landscape. What a fan-
tastic sight! Can there be a lovelier place in the whole world? Moving here was the best idea I've ever had. Shoveled 
for the first time in years and felt like a boy again. I did both our driveway and the sidewalks. This afternoon the snow-
plow came along and covered up the sidewalks and closed in the driveway, so I go to shovel again. What a perfect life. 

December 12:  The sun has melted all our lovely snow. Such a disappointment. My neighbor tells me not to worry; 
we'll definitely have a white Christmas. No snow on Christmas would be awful! Bob says we'll have so much snow by 
the end of winter, that I'll never want to see snow again. I don't think that's possible. Bob is such a nice man. I'm glad 
he's our neighbor. 

December 14: Snow! Lovely snow! Eight inches last night. The temperature dropped to -20. The cold makes every-
thing sparkle so. The wind took my breath away, but I warmed up by shoveling the driveway and sidewalks. This is 
the life! The snowplow came back this afternoon and buried everything again. I didn't realize I would have to do quite 
this much shoveling, but I'll certainly get back in shape this way. I wish I wouldn't huff and puff so. 

December 15:  Twenty inches forecast. Sold my van and bought a 4x4 Blazer. Bought snow tires for the wife's car and 
two extra shovels. Stocked the freezer. The wife wants a wood stove in case the electricity goes out. I think that's silly. 
We aren't in Alaska, after all.  

December 16: Ice storm this morning. Fell on my rear on the ice in the driveway putting down salt. Hurt like the dick-
ens. The wife laughed for an hour, which I think was very cruel. 

December 17:  Still way below freezing. Roads are too icy to go anywhere. Electricity was off for five hours. I had to 
pile the blankets on to stay warm. Nothing to do but stare at the wife and try not to irritate her. Guess I should've 
bought a wood stove, but won't admit it to her. Gosh, I hate it when she's right. I can't believe I'm freezing to death in 
my own living room. 

December 20:  Electricity's back on, but had another fourteen inches of the *##! stuff last night. More shoveling. Took 
all day. Stupid snowplow came by twice. Tried to find a neighbor kid to shovel, but they said they're too busy playing 
hockey. I think they're lying. Called the only hardware store around to see about buying a snow blower and they're out. 
Might have another shipment in March. I think they're lying. Bob says I have to shovel or the city will have it done 
and bill me. I think he's lying.   

December 22:  Bob was right about a white Christmas because thirteen more inches of the white stuff fell today, and 
it's so cold it probably won't melt till August. Took me forty-five minute to get all dressed up to go out to shovel and 
then I had to go to the bathroom. By the time I got undressed, went to the bathroom and dressed again, I was too tired 
to shovel. Tried to hire Bob who has a plow on his truck for the rest of the winter; but he says he's too busy. I think he 
is lying. 

December 23:  Only two iches of snow today. And it warmed up to 0. The wife wanted me to decorate the front of the 
house this morning. What is she nuts?!! Why didn't she tell me to do that a month ago? She says she did but I think 
she's lying.   

December 25:  Merry Christmas. Twenty more inches of the slop tonight. Snowed in. The idea of shoveling makes my 
blood boil. Gosh, I hate snow! Then the snowplow driver came by asking for a donation and I hit him over the head 
with my shovel. The wife says I have a bad attitude. I think she's an idiot. If I have to watch "It's a Wonderful Life" 
one more time, I'm going to kill her.    

December 26:  Still snowed in. Why the heck did I ever move here? It was all HER idea. She's really getting on my 
nerves. 

December 27:  Temperature dropped to -30 and the pipes froze.   

December 28:  Warmed up to above -50. Still snowed in. The wife is driving me crazy! 

December 29:  Ten more inches. Bob says I have to shovel the roof or it could cave in. That's the silliest thing I ever 
heard. How dumb does he think I am?  

December 30:  Roof caved in. The snowplow driver is suing me for a million dollars. The wife went home to her 
mother. Nine inches predicted.   

January 8:  I feel so good. I just love those little white pills they keep giving me. Why am I tied to the bed? 

 
  

Diary of a Mad Shovelor  



  Page 11 

   

Linda & Butch Shelley 
15605 Archer Terrace 
Elbert, CO 80106 

 
 

Mailing Label Goes Here 

 

Apex Sports is one of Colorado’s leading 
motorcycle dealerships, offering a pre-
mium selection of new and used motorcy-
cles, ATV’s, custom trikes, and trailers. We 
provide a wide variety of high quality parts 
and accessories. Additionally, we have a 
fully certified service department to meat 
all your needs. 
  
Our staff is dedicated to ensuring that you 
are completely satisfied in the purchase 
and ownership of your Apex Sports motor-
cycle, ATV, or trike. Apex Sports is family 
owned and operated since 1960. 

327 S. Weber 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
  
Phone (719)475-2437 
Toll Free (800)748-1799 
Fax (179)475-0543 
 
Email:  comments@apexsportsinc.com 

 

Chapter I meeting  
information: 

 
WHEN 

First Saturday of the month, 8:30 
coffee, 9:00 meeting 

 
WHERE 

Holy Cross-Lutheran Church 
4125 Constitution Ave. 


